^6                              DELESSEPS
He decided on a bold policy.    The palace was reached
only just in time, as the ministers were already gathered
together to present the death-warrant to the Queen for
signature.   At once he sent an usher with an urgent
message to Narvaez that he must speak with him.    The
Marshal came out in some surprise to the gallery where
"De Lesseps was waiting.    To his unspoken question the
French Minister, with more confidence than he was
.feeling, stated his business.    " I have come to take
leave of you, for you will see that, as the conditions
of my mission to Spain were accepted by a sovereign
Assembly that I might be able to exercise a salutary
influence upon your Government, if it is learnt that
Mile, de Montijo, belonging to one of the highest
families in Spain, has unsuccessfully solicited my inter-
vention to procure a pardon which, in my opinion, will
strengthen rather than weaken you, there is nothing
left for me but to retire and take leave of you."
JMarvaez listened with amazement while De Lesseps
poured   out   this   long   sentence.    But   seeing   the
determination written  on  the  face  before  him  he
shrugged his shoulder and held out his   hand.    With
the suspicion of a smile on his grim features, he said:
'" Very well, Ferdinand, you may be off with these
-men's heads in your pocket." De Lesseps did not wait
to hear more, but gratefully pressing the hand offered
to him, he hastened back to Madrid.    There he learnt
that the Queen, at the instance  of Narvaez,  had
pardoned the condemned men.
Marshal Narvaez had borne a character for cruelty
for the way he had ruthlessly suppressed opposition, and
at was said of him that on his deathbed, when his con-